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Police cynical

By DEBBIE SPROAT

Afler enduring mental and
physical abuse for weeks,
months or years, some hat-
tered women finally cery for
help.

The nolice, legal advisers
and counsellors who answer
that call are generally sym-
pathetie but the aid they can
provide isn't always satisfac-
tory.

Winnipez police don't keep
statistics to show how much
of their time is spent on do-
mestic work but figures from
other Canadian cities show it
is the most frequent call. In
TLondon, Ont., ahout one in 10
“police calls concerns domes-
tie problems, Thirty-five per

cent of these are marital as-

sauifs,
Demestic - ¢alls are- “alse
more dangerous and niore

controversisl than any other-

call police xeceive. An Amer-
ican study done a .few years
ago shows-that 44 per cent of
policemen killed while on
duty were dealing with do-
mestie incidents,

““They claim if’s the most
dangerous ¢all you oan -go

on,” Const. John Campbell,

of the Winnipeg police de-
partment, said, “It's easy to
see why. The rage, the hate
between these two people is
reaching a phenomenal
peak.” s ' J

Priorities
““They've lost all ebjec-

tivity. They have only one

degive, That’s t hut the

other 'party in any avay.
They’re oblivious to other in-

terruptions. And they're just
as apt to turn this hate and

aggression towards the po-.

Lice.™ .

Police act as tiediators in
2 domestie dis pute, Const.
Campbell said. He said they
{alk to the couple to iry and
find out how serious the
vroblem is and if the woman
is in danger. If she is, they
may help her pack and take
her to the safety of a friend’s
or relative’s home.

If there are no serioys in-
juries, police usually tell the
complainants they may lay
charges of common assauit
in the county clerk’s office.

These cases are tried Friday -

mornings in Courtroom D of
the Public Safety Building.

if the injurics are seripus,
poiice make a report to the
Crown prosecutor's office,
which decides
charges of assault causing
bodily harm will be Iuid.
Other possible charges are

whether-

wounding, threalening and
attempted murder.

The woman may also go
family ecourt fo file for 2
legal separation or to Court
of Queen’s Bench o apply
fur a divoree,

Any of these courts may
issue an ovder of prohibition,
making it illegal for the hus-
hand 1o visit premises oc-
cupied by the wife. Oc-
casionally, this order applies
o the family home and ihe
hushand must find a new
place to live.

The coniroversy surround-
ing police handling of domes-
tic disputes concerns the
prompiness of their reaction
and whether the calls are
given the same degree of at-
tention ofher calls receive.

Staff at Oshorne House say
police have heen eo-operative
both in referring women fto
Oshorne House and din pro-

. viding protection for women

frighitened by their hudhands.
. “If they have time they
‘are - quite willing to “help,”
one staff member said.
“They're becaming alot
more aware of the necessity

" of getting involved in domes-

tic problems because of the
high murder rate.”

Agencies such .as Legal
Aid, Xlinie, and the Health
Action Cenfre;” and baltered
wives themselves, have had

" very different experiences,
+ “When you call the police

NORA MYINE
2 eounseller at
Winnipeg’s family comrt.

out 1o our street, first of all
it takes an hour for them to
get there, if they come at
all,”’ a worker at the Health
Action Centre said. “If it is
some sort of family quarrel
they'are not going to get in-
volved.” o -
Egdith, a middle-aged divor-
cee with siy children, said
she catled the police several
fimes when she had been
abused and needed help.
Somelimes they came imme-
diatelv., Other limes they
came after a long delay.

~One {ime he (her hus-
hand) even broke imto our
basement,”” Edith said.
‘iFour cars of detectives
drove up, When they fousd it

was my hushand they were - §

angry at mz because I'd said
someone was breaking into
the hasement. They asked
me why I ealled.”

On another oceasion, she
said, she was so {rightened
she ran out of the house,

“T ran in front of cars to
force them to stop and give
meassistance and nene
stopped. 1 ran to the poliee
station. My husband con.
vineed them there was neth-
ing wrong, that I was jost
mixed up,

“One of the other things T
rememhber — the police actu-
ally helped me get out of the
house. While one detained
him the 'other helped me
pack the children's things
into a suitcase. I think they
drove me to my sister’s
place.”” : ‘

Staff Insp. Lawrence Car-

pick, of the Winnipeg police,

said the reason response
may be delayed or non-exis-
tent is that police have a
“stacking of calls.”

“You only have so many
men and you have certain
priorities,” Insp. Cargick
said. “At certain limes of the
evening on cerfain days of
the week we are extremely
busy.”

BILL, COBLE
a Childrew’s Aild Socicly
social worker.

Provincial Judge Graeine
Garson said part;of the prob-
lem is that women and the
police officers, lawyers and
social workers they contact
don’t really know what a wo-
man’s rights in a domestie
dispute are. :

“Police and sovial warkers
_say there’s nothing we ¢an
do about this until you have
been beaten up,” Judge Gar-
son said. “And I've heard
lawyers say fhat until you
are assaulted, Mrs, So-and-

5o, unttil you are beaten up, -

we can't do anything.

“But there is a section in
the code that if someone has -
a serious belief someone is.
going to do them serious
harm or damage they can
call them to court. Women

" don’t have to wailt until they

are beaten up to get relief.”

One reason both the police
and the courts may hesitate
to proceed in domestic dis-
putes is that few cases ever
make it to trial. In the three
or four months between the
beating incident and the {rial
date many women, either
withdraw the charges they've
laid or heg the Crown fo
withdraw charges.

Family therapy

“It makes the police kind -

of cynical,” provincial Judge
R. L. Kopstein said.” “Tf it
happents once or twica they
just dowt eome. It makes
them cynical about marital
violence in general.”

Battered wives say they
withdraw charges because
their hushands are able to
cottvitee fhem they've re-
formed and the bealings
won’t happen again. One
woman said that just before
the trial her husband took
her shopping for the first
time since their marriage,
and made love {o her,

“In the 20 years I knew
my husband I never had a
more devoted or considerate

:_Os'b(_)‘me House hopes to g.et out 'Qf $

The financial problems of
Winnipeg's only reireat for
battered women may soon
end if the city accepts 2 new
financing. scheme proposed
by the Manitoba government.

R. D. Johnstone, associate
deputy minister' of health
and social development, said
the province has offered to
increase substantially. the
daily rate it pays for welfare
clients who stay at Osborne
House and hopes the city will
do the same.

“T-think there's every hope

- we will resolve some form of
support,” Mr. Johnstone
said.

Osborne House has been on
shaky financial ground since
it was set up in 1974 as a

place where baltered women-

with children could get tem-
porary shelter.

Under the plan, the prov-
ince would pay $15 a day for
any adult or child who stays

at Oshorne House and is a
client of the provincial wel-
fare department. The prov-
ince new pays 85,70 for
adults and $3.50 for children.

The new rate wotld drop, to
$3.50 a day after the fourth
day because “it’s not intend-
ed tc be permanent accom-
modation for anybody,” Mr.
Johnstone 4aid. He said "the
daily . rate covers fairly
heavy counselling services
and the house couldnt -be
funded as a social service.

“I have some concern
about whether they can solve
a crisis that weighty within
four days,” Maureen Crane,
executive dire ctor of the
YWCA, which manages the
project; said. She said, how-
ever, the directors are happy
with the government's pro-
posal and hope Oshorne
House will become “a finan-
cially stable operation’ in
1977,
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Mrs, Crane said the direc-
tors had originally asked the
provinee for a grant to
mateh the $15,950 received
from {he city. She said the
provinee had suggested an-
other funding body might cov-
er the $10,000 deficit they had
hoped to pay with a provin-

* vial grant,

Women’s groups

In additien to its grant, the
city. pays a daily rate for
city welfare clients who stay
at Oshorpe House and pro-
vides the house rent - free,
Mr, Johostone said he
thought the new plan would
cost the city less tham the
total of these three items.

Mr. Johmstone also sug-
gested that if Oshorne House
were funded in the manner
suggested by the province,
part of the cost would be
borne by the federal govern-
ment through cost-sharing
arrangements.

The project also receives

_$8,000 from the United Way
“through the YWCA and dona-

liens from several women’s
groups, Because of its affilia-
lion with the United Way, it
can’t appeal dircetly to the

public or service organiza-
tions for funds,

To make the proposed
funding ecompletely viable,
- Mre. Crane said. the diree-
tors are looking for a new
house,

She said a house that
would support 18 or 20 people
would be ideal. The present
house, on Osborne just south
of Pembina Highway, has
room for only 10 people.

The ideal house would be
an older one in a central .Jo-
cation with at least two
bathrooms, four or five hed-
roomns, a good-sized kitchen,
a fenced-in area where the
children could play in sum-
mer and a basement whers
{hey could play in winter.

Women who go- lo Osborne
House are expected to pre-
pare their cwn meals, make

their beds _and keep - the

house tidy. If they have chil-
dren, they must care for
them themselves or find
someone who is willing to
help.

Staff members are avail-
able on a 24-hour basiy to
admit women, discuss their
problems and provide infor-

mation on the a:gencies they
can contzet and the help
available o thein,

Battered women who have
been to Oshorne House speak
favorably of the project.

Janet, & young mother of
three who stayed there for
several days a few months
ago, says it was ‘like the
step between getting out and
bEéing gone." :

“*That first' night in the
hotel room by myself I was
desperate for somebody 1o
talk to, to assure me 1 was
going the right way. When I
went to Oshborne House I
found =ll the comfort and
kindness there was in the
world.

Older homes

*Some of the women had
had similar experiences. Sud-
denly you reslize ihere are
women in the same sifuation
vou are, I think it’s very
comiorting, I wouldn'i have
wanted to be separated [rom
my children.”

Police and some of ihe

counscllinf agencics that
deal with battered women

- AIB rejects northern cost bonus
for employees of Thompson hospital

THOMPSON, Man. (Staff)
— Thompson General Hospi-
tal officials and the Retail
Store Employees Union,
Local 832, representing _130

support staff, were officially .

informed Monday that the
anti-inflation beard has
turned down the northern
cost-of-living bonus in their
colleclive agrecment. .

They bad heard unofficially
of the ATB rollback late last
week,

In a telegram from Otlawa
Brian Foley, the AIB’s public
administration director, said
the wage and benefit in-
creases in. the agreement
were approved by the board.

B0

However, the norlthern re-
mote aliowance would be
stbject to Section 6t of the
anti-inflation legislation.

Earlier the 95 nurses at
Thompson's hospital received
similar information.

Both hospital and cmployee
representalives question the
inclusion of the northern al-
lowance under Section -Gl
which deals with reimbur-
scments 1o employess
transportation, clothing, liv-
ing and other expenses they
jneur in performance of their
dulies.

A hospital spokesman said
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for .

the northern  allowance s
paid {0 offset the high cost of
living in northern RManitoba
and has nothing to do **with
performauce of duty.”

The hospital has paid the
northern allowances since
the collective agreements
were approved by the Mani-
toba health services commis-
sion. If the rollback isn't ap-
pealed it will mean employ-
ees with dependanis will
have to pay back 31,500 and
sinigle people $75¢ up to Lhis
date,

Hospital authoritics are:
concerned there could be a

. large tumover in staff as a

result of the AIB ruling.

Cihe firsi”
© ient.

nan,'” she said. I actoally
believed thut he had
changed.””

Crown proseculor Joun
Guy said most women ave
seeking only a short-term So-
lution to their problem. “In
most cases she just wanis to
get him out of there,”™ he
said. “Ninety per cent of the
lime what they would look to
us to do is to take him away
ahd bring him back when
he's sober.”

When a Crown prosecator
is confronted with a letter, a
phone eaB or a visit from a
weeping wife who wanis io
drop charges against her
husband, he’s in a difficult
position. Mr. Guy said that if
the injury is a serious one,
such as a fraefored skull,
broken jaw er tendons cut
with a knife, the Crown must
proceed. .

“Sometimes we sit down
with 2 woman and say this is
going to happen again ard
you'll call the palice again,”
Mr. Guy said. “You iell her
we're just mot geing to have
2 permanent constable stand.
ing outside her door.”

“Bul we really start get-
ting involved in decisions we
don’t have any right to make
... YWe dow’t wamt to get in-
volved in lhe type of thing
where we are splitting up the
relationship simply by forc-
ing the person to testify.

bind

have come to yely on Os-
borne House as a place to
which they can refer women
who need food, shelter and a
chanee to assess their home
situation and plan for the fu-
ture. -

“The bhig problem with

women is that they dont
know where the hell fo go in

the middie of the mnight,”

family cowt Judge Ray
Cramer said. ™A genuinely
battered woman hits nowhere
to go with four kids. She has
to wait until he goes lo work,
then sheak off."

“That YWCA retreat is a
fremendous place .. Two
women who came.in front of
me had been there. It gave
them that.little bit of help
they needed.”

Const. John Campbell, of
the Winnipeg police depart-
ment, adds that “Oshorne
House offers services that
aren't duplicated.”

TORONTO (CP)—An envi-
ronmental assessnient report,

« prepared for Reed Paper Lid,

on its proposed forest prod-
ucts devclopment in north-
westert  Ontarip, says the
project would have subsian-
tial economic benefits for the
people of the area wilh rela-
tively minor impact on the
environment. "
The 35400000 reporl, pre-
pared by Acres Consulting
Service Lid.. Toronle, was re-
leased to the governmeus
Monday and discussed at a
company press conference at
Toronte and Red Lake, Ont.
The report recommends
tha tthe pulp mill and saw-
mill development costing $400
million be situated on ihe
Wenasaga River aboul four
miles northeast of the com-
munity of Ear Falls, 13 wiles
northeast of Kenora and 40
miles southeast of Red Lake.
The repor tfulfills a commit-

‘ ment made by Reed i a

memorandum of understand-
ing signed with the govern-
ment in October.

Premier William Davis an-
nounced Friday that Mr, Jus-
tice Patrick Hartt will serve
as chairman of the environ-
mental assessment  hearing
info the proposed develop-
ment of the almost 19.000
square miles of land,

E. W. Billingsley. president

and chief executive officer of .

Reed. said at the Torontoe con-
terence he iz eathusiastic
about t{he repert which he
called a major step. but only
in the develnp-

*Major step’
He praised the appoininrent

©of Vir. Justice Hartt.saving it

would assure a thovoush pub-

© Ne hearing under an impar-

tisl ehaitmnan, The heating is

. scheduled to begin in ke sl

ter halfl of next vear.

€. B, Afkingon. manager of
fhe engineemng amgd environ-
Tl division of Acres, sed
e sindy proved e prodeei
i be environh i
Teasinve”

He s$aid eflmenes Gt
therged Imto 1he miver woE\
Tnee The WaleT TR
weore TEewr than M ote Ter

st TRy
TiMe i

Report prepareﬂ
for Reed Paper

cites advantages

when battered wives withdraw charges

“The courts are an adver-
sary systery,” Mr. Guy said.
“Quite often what you need
15 a mediation systein. Some-
times you get them both
walking to the court door to-
gether, ‘holding hauds, One
goes to'the defence eocunsel,
onte goes tp the Crown attor-
ney. Affer the case is dis-
posed of they walk oul again,
holding hands.”

“1f you want fo prosecule
antdd your chief witness
doesn’t want fo testify,
youre walking with one hand
behind your back,” Mr. Guy
said., “I you drop the
charges iwo days later, the
woman might he {found dead,
beaten up by her hushand.
That's the iype of thing that
can happen,”

Whether proceeding in court
is an effective means of
curbing marital violence is
also a matter of debate.

Some counsellors urge
their clients {o go to court
because they helieve many
men juit aren't aware that
wife-beating is socially and
Iegally unacceptable. Ex-
perience tells them a man is
offen so impressed by court
action that the heating stops.

Others feel Iegal aetion, at
best, provides shori-term re-
lief rather than a long-term
solution. At worst, it may
enrage the husband {o fur-
ther beatings or burden the
{amily with paying a fine. In
hetween e doubts shout
whether a fine, a jail sen-
tence or a warning issned by
the courts can help solve
problems within the home.

“The eriminal courts are
really not the place for do-
meskic problems,” sdid
George Parkin, clerk of the
provincial judges court in {he
Public Safely Building.
“You're dealing with people.
You ean’t stay with them
seven days a week. If's dil-
ficult for the criminal: court
to apply a penalty whén vou
have two people side by side,
living together.” '

Ron Meyers, executive
director of legal aid, adds
that ‘*‘once the order has
been made someone has fo
enforce il, Handing a picce
of paper {o a guy, that’s ir-
rational — il the guy knhows
noboedy is geing {o come and
stop him from Dbeating his
wile he's going to. do it
again,”

bul added he would “‘mauke
tea from the waler-and <¢at
the fish from the river’ afler
the mill is built.

Mr. Billingsloy said his
company would make every
effort to bire native people in
any new project. There are
three Indian reserves in the
area—Pikangikum, Cat Lake
and Osnaburgh—with a {otal
population of 1,900. He said
contracts for eutting would be
given to native peoplc.

He said Reed wonld have
traiping programs for native
people, amd saild he would be
willing to meet with native
groups fo discuss help in
other arcas such as training
for the management of stores
in the area.

Native people

The report said the {otal
population of Red Lake and
Ear Fails, now aboul 6000,
would incrcase by 3.000 with
the development. A new high
sehool would have io be huill
in Ear Falls,

Mr. Atkinson said Indian
groups were not consuited in
preparing the report but said
hiz fivm had gathered infor-
mation from the federal de-
partment of Tndian  affairs
and from officiais of the On-
tario govermment mmvelved in
Indian alfairs.

The report indicated the
developmen! would inerease
the teurist industry through
the bhuilding of logeing roads
min pow inaccessible areas.

Mr. Billingsley said the
project is by o means a fait
accamnplt and thai Reed is not
enamitied 1o proceeding with
M.

Aithough the Teport pointexd
out that the proposed project
iz now oy i i%e concepinal
design and Jeasibilily stages,
preiminary plans call for
prepavation of the sile m
155172 with operations ready
fo stam i 7955,

Siamivy frem a3 poind 35
wives east of the Wanitoba
mraer. the znd  invelved

stretees 220 wiles enst The
wath-sonth Rstame® I5 ap-




